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11 What is
Simpler 
Recycling?

‘Simpler Recycling’ is the name given to a new set 
of regulations, introduced by the Government in 
October 2023.

These regulations aim to clarify which materials are 
recyclable and non-recyclable, and standardise recycling 
processes for homes, workplaces, and schools throughout 
England.

It means all businesses and other non-household premises 
with 10 or more full-time employees, must separate dry 
recyclables (plastics, paper, cardboard, 
glass, metals) and food waste from 
general waste, regardless of volume.

This doesn’t require having individual bins 
for each material type, but rather ensuring 
these materials are not mixed with general 
waste and are directed towards recycling. 

To find out
more click 

here



22 When will 
it come into 
effect? 

Businesses with 10 or more full-time employees are 
required to separate collections for dry recyclables (plastics, 
paper, cardboard, glass, metals) and food waste, regardless 
of volume. 

Micro-firms (businesses with 
fewer than 10 full-time 
employees) have until 
31 March 2027 to comply. 

Also from 31 March 2027, 
all businesses will need 
to separate recyclable 
plastic film.

It wi� first a�ect busine�es from 31 March 2025 onwards.



Why is Simpler Recycling 
happening?
The goal of Simpler Recycling is to eliminate 
confusion over recyclables, ensuring standardised 
recycling practices across England. 

This initiative helps the environment and can save 
businesses money by improving their recycling 
practices, which may reduce waste disposal costs.

What if my business
has multiple sites?
All businesses with 10 or more full-time employees 
are required to comply with Simpler Recycling 
regulations by 31 March 2025. This standard applies 
to the entire business, not individual sites. Even if 
a specific site has fewer than 10 employees, the 
business must comply if the total number of 
employees across the company exceeds 9.

What will happen if my
business is non-compliant?
Businesses that do not segregate food waste, glass 
and dry mixed recyclables, risk non-compliance and 
from 3 February 2026, the Environment Agency has 
implemented an hourly time and materials charge 
of £118 for regulatory work where businesses are 
found to be non-compliant.
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Which waste 
streams need to 
be segregated? 

Businesses are required to separate glass, dry mixed recyclables, 
and food waste from general waste. All dry mixed recyclables 
(metals, plastics, paper and card) can go into one container. 

66
mixed recycling

paper, card, cans & plastic bottles
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How can my 
business prepare for 

www.grundon.com/simpler-recycling

sales@grundon.com 

01491 834 311 

For more information


